
OUR EDITORIAL APPROACH 
How we choose, tell, and preserve stories of community. 

Little Italy Lifestyle — A journal of culture, community, and place. 

Why We Publish 
Every community has stories worth preserving. 

Little Italy Lifestyle documents, interprets, and celebrates the life and evolution of Little Italy and the broader 
Italian community of San Diego. 

Published by Convivio, a nonprofit cultural institution, the Journal reflects the institution's values while 
maintaining its own editorial voice. More than a magazine, it aspires to be a trusted journal of place—one that 
chronicles the people, traditions, history, culture, relationships, and everyday experiences that shape a 
community. 

We look beyond what's happening to explore why people, places, traditions, craftsmanship, relationships, and 
change matter. Each issue should help readers understand the community more deeply while preserving 
stories future generations may one day seek. 

In doing so, the Journal becomes part of the community's living memory. 

Our Editorial Philosophy 
Stories help communities understand themselves. 

We believe local journalism should do more than report events or promote businesses. It should preserve 
memory, reveal character, interpret change, celebrate craftsmanship, and deepen a community's 
understanding of itself. 

Our journalism is rooted in place because place shapes identity. We are as interested in ordinary people as we 
are in notable ones, as attentive to everyday traditions as we are to major celebrations, and as committed to 
thoughtful reflection as we are to timely reporting. 

We seek stories that reveal meaning rather than merely information, illuminate character rather than spectacle, 
and preserve what matters rather than simply what is new. 

Timeliness has value. Timelessness has greater value. 

Not every story belongs in the Journal. Editorial judgment means recognizing the stories that matter to the 
community we serve and preserving what may still matter tomorrow. 

What We Look For 
We are drawn to stories with a genuine connection to community and place: 
• People whose lives reveal something larger about the community 
• Family histories, oral histories, and neighborhood memory 
• Culture, heritage, traditions, language, and contemporary Italian life 
• Artists, makers, chefs, entrepreneurs, and craftspeople 
• Architecture, preservation, public spaces, and the changing neighborhood 
• Food and hospitality when they reveal people, tradition, craft, or place 
• Community institutions, organizations, businesses, and gathering places 
• Everyday experiences that might otherwise go undocumented 
• Thoughtful perspectives on change, continuity, identity, and belonging 
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Not every story needs to be grand. Often the most enduring stories begin with ordinary people and specific 
details. 

How We Tell Stories 
Our voice is thoughtful, curious, welcoming, and quietly confident. We write with warmth and precision, 
favoring observation over exaggeration, reflection over reaction, and authenticity over novelty. 

We care about facts, but we also care about meaning. A good story should do more than tell readers what 
happened. It should help them understand the people, relationships, history, culture, or circumstances that 
give the story significance. 

We avoid sensationalism, unnecessary opinion, and promotional language. Trust is earned over time. 

Language is part of culture. We preserve Italian as a living voice within the Journal whenever it adds 
authenticity, meaning, or cultural context, providing translation when necessary for understanding. 

Community, Not Promotion 
Little Italy Lifestyle is not a directory, tourism brochure, or collection of promotional profiles. 

Businesses, organizations, institutions, and public figures can be important subjects of community journalism, 
but coverage begins with editorial value. 

When we profile a restaurant, shop, organization, artist, entrepreneur, or community leader, we look for the 
larger story: history, craft, people, change, cultural meaning, relationships, or contribution to the life of the 
community. 

Editorial Independence 
Support helps make the Journal possible. It does not purchase editorial judgment. 

Advertising, sponsorship, cultural partnership, philanthropy, or another financial relationship with Convivio or 
Little Italy Lifestyle does not guarantee editorial coverage, favorable treatment, or influence over our 
conclusions. 

Likewise, editorial coverage does not imply a commercial relationship or endorsement. Paid commercial 
content should be clearly distinguishable from independent editorial content. 

Accuracy + Fairness 
We work to get the details right. Names, dates, quotations, history, and material factual claims are checked to 
a standard appropriate to the story. 

Community history often includes memory, interpretation, and differing perspectives. We respect lived 
experience while making meaningful distinctions between recollection and independently verified fact. 

When a story includes material criticism, disagreement, or contested facts, we seek appropriate context and 
relevant perspectives. 

Trust also requires accountability. When we discover a substantive factual error, we correct it. The form of 
correction depends on the significance of the error and where the story appeared. 

Photography + Design 
Photography should document rather than decorate. 

Whenever practical, we favor original photography that reveals real people, places, traditions, craftsmanship, 
and moments. Images should deepen understanding of the story rather than simply fill the page. 
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Typography, photography, illustration, and generous white space should work together to create an 
experience that feels timeless, elegant, and approachable. 

Design should never compete with the story. It should help reveal it. 

Good design is often felt more than noticed. 

Contributors 
Every contributor shares in the stewardship of the Journal. 

Our contributors may include professional writers and photographers, historians, artists, students, 
neighborhood residents, business owners, scholars, and people with a meaningful story to share. 

Professional experience is welcome, but curiosity, generosity, integrity, accuracy, and respect matter most. 

Accepted work is developed collaboratively with our editorial team. The goal is not simply to publish good 
work. It is to preserve meaningful stories with care. 

Documentary Integrity 
Authenticity is essential to trust. 

Little Italy Lifestyle does not accept generative AI-created writing, photography, illustration, or other creative 
work for publication. Contributors must remain the authors and creators of the work they submit. 

Ordinary assistive tools—including spelling and grammar checking, transcription, formatting, accessibility tools, 
and conventional photographic adjustments—may support the creative and editorial process, provided they do 
not replace human authorship or materially fabricate or alter documentary content. 

We do not use generative AI to fabricate or materially alter reporting, quotations, interviews, people, events, 
sources, photographs, or other documentary material. 

Readers should be able to trust the human authorship and documentary integrity of what we publish. 

A Journal of Record 
Today's stories become tomorrow's history. 

Every article, photograph, interview, essay, and illustration contributes to the record of community life. That 
responsibility shapes what we publish, how we publish it, and what we choose to preserve. 

Our aim is to create a Journal readers value today and future generations can trust tomorrow. 

Before assigning, editing, or publishing a story, we ask: 
• Does this story matter? 
• Will readers understand the community more deeply because of it? 
• Does it preserve, reveal, interpret, or document something worth remembering? 
• Is it accurate, fair, and appropriately contextualized? 
• Does it reflect the voice and values of the Journal? 
• Would we make the same editorial decision without a financial or personal relationship? 
• Will it still offer meaning after the immediate moment has passed? 

Tell stories that preserve memory, deepen understanding, and strengthen community.
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