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Convivio is a celebration of community, a feast for the
spirit, a plea for the resurgence of social capitalNat o
exemplifying the best of an Italian cultural sensibility
while exploring multicultural connections in the arts,
humanities, and other disciplines.
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As you set out for Ithaka

hope your road is a long one,

full of adventure, full of discovery.
Laistrygonians, Cyclops,

angry PoseidonNdonOt be afraid of them:
youOll never bnd things like that on your way
as long as you keep your thoughts raised high,
as long as a rare excitement

stirs your spirit and your body.

I T H A KA Laistrygonians, Cyclops,
wild PoseidonNyou wonOt encounter them
unless you bring them along inside your soul,
C.P. Cavafy i TS S

unless your soul sets them up in front of you.

Hope your road is a long one.

May there be many summer mornings when,
with what pleasure, what joy,

you enter harbors youOre seeing for the brst time;
may you stop at Phoenician trading stations

to buy Pne things,

mother of pearl and coral, amber and ebony,
sensual perfume of every kindN

as many sensual perfumes as you can;

and may you visit many Egyptian cities

to learn and go on learning from their scholars.

Keep Ithaka always in your mind.

Arriving there is what youOre destined for.

But donOt hurry the journey at alll.

Better if it lasts for years,

so youOre old by the time you reach the island,
wealthy with all youOve gained on the way,

not expecting Ithaka to make you rich.

Ithaka gave you the marvelous journey.
Without her you wouldn't have set out.
She has nothing left to give you now.

And if you bnd her poor, Ithaka wonOt have fooled you.
Wise as you will have become, so full of experience,
youOll have understood by then what these Ithakas mean.



The Convivio Society (Convivio) strives to be San DiegoOs premier Italian cultural organizationN
promoting Italian culture as well as exploring the arts, humanities, and myriad disciplines
through a multicultural lensNand embracing innovative approaches to cultural
advancement. As !a learning organization with a !culture of inquiry as its
foundation and an emphasis on community development, cultural diversity,

and increased social awareness, Convivio has the following objectives:

¥ Encourage dialogue and collaboration with multicultural partners
¥ Cultivate partnerships with academia

¥ Promote the study of Italian language, arts, and culture

¥ Support scholarly research in Italian Studies

¥ Foster emerging leadership in the local community

¥ Provide scholarships and grants across scholarly disciplines
¥ Preserve ltalian heritage and identity and explore the Italian immigrant experience

Convivio sponsors events such as educational lectures, PIm screenings, heritage exhibitions, artisan

showcases, and musical performances.

Our auxiliary Web sites include ItalianArchives.org , an online repository of Italian-community historical
photographs, documents, and oral histories; and PiazzaPass.org, a virtual piazza for local Italian-community
resources. Our newsletter, From the Italo-Files, highlights the local Italian community news.

Founded in 2003, Convivio is an IRS-designated 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.

What do YOU bring to the Convivio table?




WHAT WE DO N OUR MISSION

WHAT WE STRIVE FOR N OUR VISION

Convivio strives toward the perpetuation of
Italianit™, the ltalian experience, and the Italian
American narrative while emphasizing a broader
purpose of fostering unity and collaboration. To that
end, Convivio has two objectives:

¥ Reestablish the Convivio Center for Italian Culture
and Heritage to serve as a community cultural-
heritage resource providing programs, events, and
exhibitions. The Convivio Center will represent a
unifying element for the local Italian community:
By serving as a catalyst for collaboration of the
numerous Italian community groups all working
independently for a similar cause, the cultural
center will help these organizations to share vital
resources and increase their collective impactN
a space in which to Pnd common ground and a
home for the Italian community.

¥ Establish the Italian Cultural Institute, an academic
resource to be founded through collaboration with
the local universities, businesses, and other civic
partners in order to promote Italian Studies and
scholarship and foster !multicultural awareness and
understanding.

Convivio strives to

achieve its goals as

an educational and g
social benebpt for the ﬂ

general public fii
interested in Italian \ %

f >
culture, as a legacy for k"‘, & wﬂ‘ :,ﬂ‘ Eﬁ :

the Italians of a new
generation who want to
preserve their historical
narrative and advance their
cultural identity and traditions, and as a tribute to
the Italians whose immense contributions have
shaped the cultural landscape.

OUR VALUES

OUR ETHOS




Preservation of Our Historical Narrative
Documenting San DiegoOs rich Italian American narrative through the
collecting and cataloging of photographs, documents, and oral histories

Historical Tours of Little Italy
Exploring the past of San Diego's Italian enclave and discovering its rich
history through our heritage tours

Speaker, Discussion, and Presentation Series
Highlighting a wide variety of topics of interest for the Italian American and
broader communities through an education and lecture series

Scholarships and Mentorships
Helping students with scholarships and mentorships to better connect with
their communities as scholars and leaders

Leadership Accolades for our Community Members
Celebrating Italian-community leaders who have made an impact through
academic, business, and civic endeavors
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Classic and International Outdoor Cinema
Celebrating the art of Pne Plmmaking with outdoor screenings of classic,
international, Italian, and Italian American cinema

Local and International Music
A series of musical performances highlighting local and international artists in
the intimate setting of AmiciBar

Open-Air Concerts
Celebrating great musical artists in an intimate outdoor venue; past concerts
have included Arrival From Sweden, Patrizio Buanne, and Gino Vannelli

Classes and Workshops
Providing enriching experiences in a fun and nurturing environment; classes and
workshops include conversation courses, book and PIm clubs, and beld trips

Community Engagement + Digital Discount Pass
Our membership and social platform offering membership to Amici Club for
programs and events and PiazzaPass for Italian-community offers and discounts
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Italian Digital History Initiative of San Diego

Since 2006, thousands of images and documents
have been digitized from the communityN

including artifacts contributed by individuals,
families, and institutions such as Our Lady of the
Rosary Parish, Washington Elementary School, and
Bayside Social CenterNfor the purposes of
preservation, public access, and education.

Little Italy San Diego

Beginning in 2003 with ConvivioOs inception,
ConvivioOs patrons as well as visitors to the well-
established AmiciBar Caffe + Center in Little Italy
have learned about the Italian contribution to San
Diego and have patrticipated in many diverse arts
and cultural programs. Thousands of patrons and
supporters have come from far and wide to
participate in Convivio programs and events to
learn about the communityOs Italian history or
engage in arts and cultureNPnding a third place for
connection through Convivio.

Washington Elementary

To date, Convivio has raised awareness and
substantial funds for the Washington Elementary
School FoundationNprimarily through Convivio

LU

programs (Films al Fresco and Stellar Sounds
Open-Air Concerts) held at Amici

Park adjacent to the school.
Proceeds from Convivio
events and programs in
collaboration with the
foundation benept
unsheltered and at-risk
youth at the school.

Community
Collaborations
Partnerships with several
like-minded civic and
charitable groups have
increased ConvivioOs impact

exponentially in the community through public
awareness of Convivio programs.

Overall, Convivio serves as a primary resource for
Italian heritage in San Diego as well as a primary
source of arts and culture programming for our
communityNcontinuing to pursue its objective of
becoming San DiegoOs premier ltalian arts and
culture organization.
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OUR CURRENT SPACE

AmiciBar Caffs + Center is Little ItalyOs only nonprobt coffee bar and cultural hubN a space where
folks can come together and engage in community building while enjoying craft espresso and tea
drinks in an idyllic park setting. Bask in the welcoming vibe, participate in engaging events, and

savor delicious drinks while doing something good for the neighborhood.

J’:; =1 )

’
s




1 HE CO | | AGES(CULTURAL CENTEF
PURSUING OUR VISION

This ambitious endeavor strives to preserve the Italian heritage of the Little Italy
neighborhood and promote Italian and Italian American identity through program, event,

gallery, and retail spaces. The resulting collective setting will create a destination for arts and

culture and a means to promote heritage tourism in San DiegoOs Little Italy.




Preservation of Italian Historical Assets

San DiegoOs Little Italy has fast become a
neighborhood bathed in an urban chic sensibility and
one with its own mythos. But long before the
contemporary convergence of myriad restaurants and
retailers, the neighborhood had modest beginnings
with its !history going 'back hundreds of years. It is a
collective tale of immigration and assimilationNand

an overarching theme focused on !the individuals and
families that helped to shape a neighborhood, a
waterfront, and a city. The Italian communityOs cultural

ISSUES AT A GLANCE

assets, however, have been disappearing at a rapid
rate. Consequently, the Italian American historical
narrative of our city stands to vanish altogether
without timely intervention. Through !the Italian

Digital History Initiative, Convivio provides a means to
properly collect, catalog, and convey the stories of
Italian Americans through photographs, documents,
and oral historiesNserving as a dedicated steward for
these artifacts.

Ethnic Cohesion in the Italian
Community

More education and
advocacy is required
regionally to elevate
Italian cultural
elements to their
proper place in our
arts and culture
community.
ConvivioOs programs
address these needs in
San DiegoNattracting
constituents locally,
regionally, and globally and

drawing signibcant attention to Italian culture writ
large. Moreover, a large-scale cultural center as
Convivio's vision details would help our many Italian-
community groups to share vital resources and work
more efbciently together on a unibed front and would
also help in cultivating common ground.

Children in Need in Little Italy

With ConvivioOs strategic location in Little Italy
(situated on the property adjacent to Washington
Elementary School), Convivio is helping to bll a need
with our partner, the Washington Elementary School
Foundation, to help support the schoolOs large
number of unsheltered and at-risk youth. Our annual
Cards for Kids program, for example, raises funds for
the families during the holiday season. In addition,
the children at the school are in desperate need of
afterschool programs, and Convivio is poised to
tackle this challenge by establishing novel activities
and workshops designed to benebt the kids through
and arts and culture emphasis.




ConvivioOs bscal plan is to raise$850,000 annually
from multiple sources (major gifts; individual,
corporate, and foundation contributions; grants;
business sponsorships; memberships; program
revenue; retail sales; and rental income) to achieve
our bnancial objectives of covering operational
expenses and to help grow our capacity. In addition,
an endowment fund of $4 million will help to sustain
operations including our current and future locations.
These funds will allow us to continue on our path of
expansion and to provide the quality programming

2026-2029 OBJECTIVES AT A GLANCE

for which Convivio has become known. Since our
inception, Convivio has Plled in many of the
programming gaps not addressed by other Italian
community groups, and we have focused on realizing
our communityOs aspirations and ambitions as a whole
based on data from our diverse constituents.

Lack of funding will mean that we will not be able to
continue to bring our well-known programs to the
arts communities of San Diego and beyond. Funding
support will ensure we can continue the vital work we
have implemented and sustain our varied programs
for our community.

Initiatives in Need of
Funding Support

In addition to
sustaining current
operations, funding

. s00%. 00

will help to promote \ Lesees
future and recently 9956
implemented projects S

as well as sustain our 5
current cultural hub:

¥
A multipurpose culture and heritage center to
include a museum, caffs, boutique, and event space

¥
A new documentary on the history and inBuence of
the Italian American contribution to San Diego

¥
Support for college students by providing them with
Pnancial scholarships as well as mentorships

¥
A network of Italian community leaders and scholars
designed to foster collaboration

¥
Our current community and event hub in Little Italy
serving up the bnest espresso alongside cultural fare
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EXTEND YOUR REACHEAND OURS.

GET IN TOUCH AND HELP PROMOTE ITALIAN CULTURE

WEB AMICIBAR CAFFé + CENTER
CONVIVIOSOCIETY.ORG 250 W. DATE ST.

SAN DIEGO, CA 92101

E-MAIL MAILING
CIAO@CONVIVIOSOCIETY.ORG PO BOX 1055

DEL MAR, CA 92014

SOCIAL MAIN PHONE
@CONVIVIOSOCIETY] 888.862.4825




