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We're preserving our Italian hlsiorluul l

narrative. What’s your story? &

ITALIANS IN SAN DIEGO

The Italian community of San Diego serves as an important element
in the cultural landscape of America's Finest City. The local Italian
American presence goes back to the late 1800s with the first arrivals
of immigrants. Since then, Italians have played a crucial role in

helping to shape a neighborhood, a waterfront, and a city.

CURRENT RESOURCES

Through Convivio's Italian Digital History Initiative of San Diego,
we now have a digital repository to safequard and share
photographs, documents, manuscripts, and other historical material
donated by community members to help tell the story of the Italians
in San Diego. And at AmiciBar in Little Italy--a community hub
comprising a caffé and event center--guests can learn about local

Italian history and participate in a variety of programs and events.

EVERY PICTURE TELLS A STORY

What is your family history? In what intricate ways does it form a part
of the overall historical narrative of Little Italy or broader ltalian
community in San Diego and beyond? Your historical photographs,
documents, and oral histories are important to preserve for your own
family's history, and they also play a crucial role as collective threads
within our local Italian American historical fabric. Contact us to learn

more and to get involved in our programs and projects.
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Beginning in Little Italy and extending to the broader Italian
community, Convivio--a nonprofit organization--is preserving San
Diego’s Italian American historical narrative and creating a lasting
historical tableau through education, research, archival work,
historical projects, exhibits, and events. Learn more at
littleitalyheritage.org and become an integral partner in helping to
realize our community vision.
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REFLECT. RECONNECT. RESTORE.
Share your stories with us.

If you want to know where you're going, you've got to
know where you've been.

Chances are you've heard these words before. They certainly ring
true today in San Diego’s Little Italy. With the rapid and rampant
redevelopment of the ltalian quarter after decades of
decline, Little Italy has been reimagined, reinvented, and
reinvigorated--primarily with business developers at
the helm of this revitalization--and with current
residents and visitors in tow, along for the exciting ride.

Today's Little Italy is being hailed as a new
model of urban redevelopment, and the
accolades are well deserved. This new visage
of Little Italy, however, has come at a cost for
many of its cultural assets--carrying
implications for an overarching community narrative and for
community members in search of meaning through their own
perceptions of Italian American identity.

As a further unfortunate consequence, redevelopment has also
served to mute myriad voices--ones with a crucial contribution and
necessary nuance to add to the overall narrative. The Little Italy
rebranding is but one component of a multifaceted history.

Ultimately—in the story that is Little Italy-what is now
being emphasized, and what should also command
attention?

Over time, the focus on the neighborhood’s economic
redevelopment has largely overshadowed the historical
components of the Italians in San Diego--another case of culture
taking a back seat to commerce.

As a result, the historical significance of the local Italian community
and the impact of its collective influence in Little Italy have been at
risk of disappearing altogether. What we are seeing in Little Italy,
however, is the ever-evolving nature of the neighborhood and its
artifacts. And while this is an important and necessary component in
the evolution of Little Italy, contemporary components of culture
should go hand-in-hand with the preservation of local heritage
elements as well.

For walk where we will, we tread upon some

story. —Cicero
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How do we give voice to a preservation focus and
cultural narrative for the Italian community?

It begins with you. You can make a difference by telling your story.
We invite you to dust off your treasured keepsakes. Explore once
again the long-forgotten photo albums. Dig through the shoeboxes
in your attics, basements, closets, garages, or storage units that
contain your memories. Your story is one important thread in the
tapestry that is the rich and textured tale of Italians in San
Diego. We need to recount it to future generations by
including your historical materials in the /talian Digital
History Initiative of San Diego (italianarchives.org), our
digital repository of historical photographs, documents,
and oral histories. Ultimately, our vision is to establish an
interactive and multifaceted arts, culture, and
heritage center for our Italian community as
it so fittingly deserves. It comes down to
legacy-our community's legacy. Right now,
what do we honor from the neighborhood,
and what do we want to leave for future generations? We need
your support, guidance, and voice. It is time--indeed it is long
overdue--for us to take action. Together, we will realize our
aspirations and vision for our community. How will you help?

About the Little Italy Heritage Commission
The Little Italy Heritage Commission (LIHC) is an advisory group
under the auspices of Convivio, a nonprofit organization.

The commission has the following objectives:

e Preserve the historical and cultural-heritage assets of Little Italy

e Organize heritage and cultural events, exhibits, and projects in
and about Little Italy

e Engage in advocacy and fundraising and help to secure fiscal
support for organization objectives

* Maintain AmiciBar, Little Italy’s nonprofit caffé and event center

e Solicit the community for Little Italy artifacts for inclusion in the
Italian Digital History Initiative of San Diego

e Realize our vision of a multifaceted cultural and historical center

The Little Italy Heritage Commission plays a crucial role in the
preservation of Little Italy's cultural-heritage assets, helping to
perpetuate the historical narrative and vibrant heritage of this
treasured Italian enclave.

Show your support: littleitalyheritage.org.




